
Wake Up
I have recently returned from a 6 month stay in the U.S. Whilst I was there I noticed a trend in
the incident reports for low turn fatalities, the victims had been previously warned about
their behaviour under canopy. Unfortunately the warnings were ignored with fatal results.
From what I can gather about the recent low turn fatality in the UK there were similar
circumstances.

In view of this I wish to appeal to anyone considering swoop landings that they do not
attempt it without some ground schooling & coaching. I would also like to appeal to all Chief
instructors that they do not allow anyone to attempt swoop landings without coaching &
that this is strongly enforced. I would further like to appeal to anyone who has been warned
about their behaviour under canopy, particularly swooping, that they heed the warnings.
There is a very good chance that the warning has come from someone who has a better
perspective of the swoop than the canopy pilot in question & has seen that the corner is
being cut. Wake up, stow your ego & listen to this free advice.

It takes a long long time to become proficient enough at flying a canopy to attempt swooping,
trying to take short cuts can be fatal, way too many victims have proved this to be true.
There is a lot of preparation that must be made before attempting any kind of turning
approach. Strong observational skills & good altitude awareness under canopy are both
essential. Lots of practise & experimentation at altitude is vital. Do not underestimate how
much preparation goes into safe swooping.

Every swooper needs to understand that sooner or later we will turn too low, that is
guaranteed, all swoopers do it from time to time but the good ones realise it early & only
have to do minor work to regain the safety margin. Unfortunately there are many swoopers
that use the mid range of their urgent recovery all the time because they turn too low. This
means that approximately 50% of their safety margin is already used up. They are not only
endangering themselves they are also setting a bad example of how swooping should be done.
If you need to use toggle input to get back onto a safe glide angle then do it, the sooner the
better, but realise that this means you are turning too low & you are in the corner, which
means you are in danger. Wake up.

The whole point of swooping a canopy is to create extra speed, if you are turning from an
altitude that requires you to apply brakes to pull the canopy out of the dive you are
slowing the canopy down. Which means there was very little point to performing the
manoeuvre in the first place. If you don’t want all the extra speed gained from swooping stick
to straight in approaches, they are very cool. If you think that you have to swoop to get a
decent landing you probably should not be jumping the canopy you have.

If you do swoop I would strongly recommend the use of an accurate altimeter to help you
assess altitude loss during your high altitude training & as a double check just prior to
making a turning approach. Personally I use one all the time because it helps me be more
consistent & it gives me a precise measurement which makes it easier to make adjustments if
necessary on later jumps. Do remember that the priority under canopy is observation of
traffic & landing safely.

I also wish to add that swooping tandems is completely unnecessary & should be banned
immediately. Tandem passengers do not need the extra buzz & it’s ridiculous to endanger them
for the sake of satifying the tandem masters ego. If your tandem canopy needs more speed to
create enough lift for a gentle landing you probably need a newer canopy.

Competitive swooping
Anyone considering entering a swooping competition needs to understands that it is very
different to swooping the DZ. The added pressure of getting into a position to make the gate &
fly through the course requires plenty of planning & a very high degree of skill. To have a
competition you need officials who will be in very close proximity to the course. We also hope
to have spectators close enough to see the action. This is why only extremely competent
canopy pilots are allowed to enter & why qualifying will be mandatorY.


